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LETTER   LXVI

January    *gth,    ^     The   day  of my                .

This^ will not  be sent off sooner than to-morrow,
but it ought to arrive before me.

COUNT SCHMETTAU,   the   complaisant  gentle-
man of the  Princess  Ferdinand, the indisputable
father  of two  of her  children,   had  eight  years
quitted the army, which he left  in the midst of
war,   angered   by   a   disdainful   expression   from
Frederick  II., and  holding  the rank  of captain.
He has lately been  appointed  a colonel, with the
pay  of fifteen hundred  crowns per annum.   The
nomination   has   displeased   the   army,   and  par-
ticularly the General Aide-de-camp Goltz, who has
been   in  harness  five-and-twenty years,  and  still
only enjoys the rank of lieutenant-colonel.   Count
Schmettau has served with honour, has received
many  wounds,   nor   does   he   want   intelligence,
particularly   in   the  art of fortification.    He has
drawn a great number of plans which are much
esteemed.    A military manual is also  mentioned

VOL.   IIs of Brunswick. He spoke a word to
